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Abstract: 

The concept of democratic nationhood is confronted with tremendous problems in times of 

global volatility, harsh inequality, and grave wars. Continuously, Indian novels written in 

English have acted as a vivid mirror of the developing lives of both individuals and the 

country as a whole, reflecting the nation's destiny and fundamental values. This collection of 

works transcends the limitations of native language, resulting in a genuinely Indian literary 

tradition that captures the country's spirit. The emphasis of this research is on novels that 

were released beginning in the 1990s and continuing beyond. This period deserves a 

comprehensive examination due to how it depicts the Indian experience in the international 

arena and the complicated way it combines personal and national history. The years after 

1990 were a significant turning point in the history of India. This era is marked by a populace 

that is more engaged and empowered and is affected by economic liberalization and 

globalization. For this reason, the 1990s and the millennium that followed them provide a 

useful vantage point from which to examine the events in the country since its independence 

from an objective perspective. 
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Introduction 

From 1947 to the present day, the novels included in this research provide a comprehensive 

picture of the interplay between personal and national life in post-independence India. 

Literary works written in English by Indians have long provided insight into the changing 

attitudes of Indians on the country's future and their place in it. Current global turmoil, 

tremendous inequality, prolonged wars, and language barriers all pose major threats to the 

idea of democratic nationhood. To understand India, one must read its authentic literature. 

More in-depth psychoanalysis is required of the Indian English novels written in the 1990s 

because of the greater integration of personal and national history in these works and the 

increased visibility of the Indian experience on a global scale. Post-1990, India was a 

watershed moment in the country's history, marked by increased public engagement as a 

powerful and active actor and the effects of globalization and economic liberalization. Thus, 

the new century and the 1990s provide a dispassionate viewpoint on national affairs. Books 

published between 1990 and today are all part of this examination. 

Personal and national destinies are depicted in these works, which help people connect 

culturally and socially, which in turn allows the country to develop and change the ideas of 

democratic nationhood that were seriously endangered. The books also demonstrate its 

disconnection from constitutional ideals, growing populism, and its vast impact on millions 

of lives. Both the national and personal stories are interdependent. The novels represent a 

moment of painful awareness, concern, and inquiry, an effort to keep the nation's spirit alive. 

They provide hungry people with new routes and thrilling goals by presenting the harsh 

reality of the times. This study delves into the portrayal of individual and national destiny in 

Indian society through the following books: The God of Small Things (1997) by Arundhati 

Roy, Pervez-A Novel (2002) by Meher Pestonji, The Solitude of Emperors (2007) by David 

Davidar, The White Tiger (2008) by Arvind Adiga, and The Story of My Assassins (2009) by 

Tarun Tejpal.  

The God of Small Things, a 1997 book by Arundhati Roy, portrays Kerala's politically and 

socially unstable state in the 1960s and 1970s as a microcosm of India as a whole. This part 

of the world is marked by contrasting political ideologies, deep class divisions, poverty, a 

lack of progress in agriculture and industry, high unemployment, and, most significantly, 
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gender and caste discrimination. In this reimagining of conventional history, the author 

highlights the subaltern subjugated by dominant political and social forces through the eyes 

of women and lower castes. While young people without jobs, Dalits, and peasants battled 

feudalism, economic injustice, and social inequity in the 1960s and 1970s, Arundhati Roy 

recorded the political activities of the Marxist-Naxalite groups in Communist Kerala. Roy 

examines how national political ideas betrayed the masses by supporting traditional social 

policies and government persecution.  

In her 2002 novel Pervez-A Novel, Meher Pestonji delves deeply into the politics of caste and 

communalism in 1990s India, the anguish of innocent lives lost in religious riots, and the 

paradox of economic liberalization and rigid communalism. Pestonji not only details the 

aftermath of Bombay's religious tensions between the Ram Temple and the Babri Mosque, 

but he also exposes the hypocritical and divisive policies and practices of the city's ruling 

class that promote religious intolerance. Additionally, she stresses the role of civil society in 

maintaining secularism, and her protagonist, Pervez, exemplifies how mutual involvement 

can change individuals and nations. According to the researcher, "destinies (of individuals 

and the nation) change direction... in periods of upheaval... it is Pervez's sense of justice 

misplaced that drives her so that her destiny gets entangled with national issues." That was 

underlined in their email. As a result, Pervez became an activist for social change. He 

connected with groups that put empathy and logic ahead of prejudice and extremism. While 

social activist Meher Pestonji agrees that literature can be both beautiful and powerful, she 

believes that books cannot alter the world more effectively than people. She notes that 

Indians, sixty years after independence, are now beginning to act as democratic citizens, 

demanding accountability from those in positions of authority and taking an active role in 

local governance.  

Kiran Desai's 2006 book The Inheritance of Loss is set in the deep northeast during the 

terrible Gorkha insurgency. This movement, like the regional secessionisms that emerged in 

India between the 1960s and the 1980s, attributes the root reasons of class conflicts and 

developmental disparities to administrative shortcomings, undermining the idea of a unified 

India. The difficult trip that many individuals made in the 1980s in search of better 

possibilities to the West is also covered in the book. On the one hand, Kiran Desai 

demonstrates how the decadent colonial past sowed the seeds of territorial disputes, 
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producing an Anglicized bourgeoisie that lacks spirit. She skillfully negotiates the 

complicated postcolonial problems and troubled minds of common people in violent ethnic or 

regional conflicts. It is admirable that Desai aspires to canonize everyone who has been 

deprived of their rights because of the abuse of wealth, power, or knowledge, regardless of 

when or where it occurred. She emphasizes the hard realities of contemporary life that are 

often disregarded and the stories of subalterns in her quest for equality for the weak.  

David Davidar's 2007 book The Solitude of Emperors follows the journey of a young 

newspaper writer throughout the economic shift and social instability of the 1990s. He raises 

accusations at the politicians, bureaucracy, media, and elite. One novel feature of the book is 

a secularism textbook for young readers. Why India is important, how socioeconomic 

inequality feeds religious extremism, why civil society does not oppose politicians from the 

community, and how to raise the next generation of responsible citizens. The story examines 

the value of a tolerant and varied community. In India, corruption, greed, cruelty, and many 

forms of economic, social, and political injustices are prominently shown as our 

impoverished rural protagonist, having killed his affluent owner, rises to become a corporate 

titan.  

Adiga compares the two Indians in The White Tiger (2008), her book, who are living in 

extreme poverty and extraordinary prosperity, respectively. It tears apart the brilliant might of 

New Delhi, the software engineering miracle of Bangalore, the grand narrative of Indian 

democracy, and the veneer of rural paradise. Adiga is cynical, resentful, and jaded about 

contemporary India. He claims that disarray among the downtrodden might lead to a civil 

war. He exhorts the nation to look inside and to quit deluding itself.  

Tarun Tejpal's 2009 book The Story of My Assassins tells the intricate tale of a journalist 

who exposed government corruption at the highest levels and the five people who were 

detained for attempting to kill him. It takes on the style of a historical narrative recounted 

from the perspective of the downtrodden, who were motivated to commit crimes by injustices 

and inequality. Tejpal founded Tehelka, an organization dedicated to aggressive public 

interest journalism, and has led sting operations that have revealed corruption among the 

ruling elite. He has paid a price for reporting scandals and heists, influencing his novels.  
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India is covered in these works, from tiny places to big metropolis. They provide a complete 

picture of several eras in India's history, from Partition and Independence to national 

accomplishments. All ages dwell or are deeply engaged in these national events, from the 

ruling elite to the poor masses, from minority groups to middle-class protagonists. Motivated 

by their encounters with national issues, these authors are dedicated to carefully using our 

country's history while deftly balancing the private and public domains.  

All these works claim that although democracy has expanded in India, it hasn't deepened. 

These works critically assess both the ideal and present responsibilities of the state and the 

citizenry in post-independence India. Every book's protagonist laboriously rebuilds a world 

destroyed by politics, history, the state, and government. There are several examples of 

individuals triumphing against cruel circumstances and dishonest organizations. The 

resilience of those who endure various periods of oppression—from the 1947 Partition to the 

class conflicts and violent secessionism of the 1960s to the 1980s, the Emergency of the 

1970s, the religious riots of the 1990s, and the twin assault of imperialist globalization and 

religion-based terrorism in the new millennium—is a recurring theme in all of the novels. 

When public institutions falter, those who are unable to reestablish balance or turn to private 

initiative inevitably come to an end. Millions of people's lives have been impacted by the 

government's despotism, populism, and rejection of constitutional norms throughout time, as 

shown by the books.  

The national story and the individual narrative cannot exist in isolation. These works, which 

attempt to capture the country's spirit, depict a period marked by intense self-awareness, 

uneasiness, and reflection. To a hungry nation, they provide hope and direction by shedding 

light on the harsh realities of the times.  

Transcending Language Barriers 

The capacity of Indian English books to overcome linguistic boundaries is one of their 

noteworthy features. Authors may reach a worldwide readership by writing in English, 

facilitating the greater sharing of Indian culture, experiences, and narratives. As a result, an 

authentically Indian literary canon has been produced that appeals to readers both at home 

and abroad. Not only have the writings of writers like Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, and 
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Jhumpa Lahiri received critical praise, but they have also had a substantial impact on the 

world of literature. 

The 1990s: A Turning Point 

An important juncture in Indian history is the 1990s. Significant social, political, and 

economic developments occurred during this decade, mostly due to the 1991-started 

economic liberalization trend. A new middle class emerged, and the Indian economy saw 

unparalleled development due to the liberalization measures that exposed it to international 

markets. Additionally, throughout this time, there was a significant expansion in 

globalization, which had a tremendous impact on the nation's social and cultural fabric. 

Economic Liberalization and Globalization 

The economic reforms of the 1990s turned India from a mostly closed economy to one that 

was open and market-driven. This change profoundly impacted Indian society. Urban 

environments, lives, and ambitions have changed due to the expansion of multinational firms, 

the entry of foreign capital, and the spread of global consumer culture. During this time, 

Indian English novels often addressed issues of these economic shifts, highlighting both the 

benefits and drawbacks of globalization. 

The Emergence of an Empowered Citizenry 

The decade following the year 1990 was also marked by the emergence of a more engaged 

and powerful populace. A higher knowledge of political and social concerns and a larger 

engagement in such issues resulted from economic liberalization and the growth of media. 

During this period, novels were written that captured the increasing participation of people in 

the national discourse. These novels also highlighted the shifting dynamics of power, 

identity, and agency. 

Indian English Novels Post-1990: Themes and Trends 

The vast subject variety and nuanced representation of modern reality that are hallmarks of 

Indian English literature written after 1990 are two of the genre's defining characteristics. 

Some themes and patterns that are especially notable include the following: 
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Fusion of Personal and National Histories 

Post-1990 Indian English novels are characterized by their deep blending of personal and 

national history, which is one of the distinguishing characteristics of these works. Individual 

anecdotes are frequently woven into the larger fabric of national events by authors, which 

enables them to provide a multi-dimensional view of contemporary topics. For example, 

Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things" weaves personal pain together with Kerala's 

geopolitical backdrop. At the same time, Vikram Seth's "A Suitable Boy" examines the post-

independence societal changes through the lens of a single family. Both of these works are 

examples of literary works that explore the state of Kerala. 

Exploration of Identity and Diaspora 

In Indian literature written in English during this period, identity and diaspora are frequently 

explored. Many authors have made the experiences of the Indian diaspora a central focus of 

their writing due to the increased mobility that globalization has made possible. The article 

"The Namesake" by Jhumpa Lahiri dives into the complexity of cultural identification and the 

immigrant experience, mirroring the larger narrative of being uprooted and finding a place to 

call home. 

Social and Political Commentary 

In addition, Indian novels written in English have been capable of serving as powerful 

vehicles for social and political commentary. They provide criticism and engage in 

introspection over various topics, including communalism, caste discrimination, gender 

inequity, and corruption. "A Fine Balance" by Rohinton Mistry is a moving depiction of the 

harsh reality that prevailed during the Emergency period, while "The White Tiger" by 

Aravind Adiga is a stinging condemnation of the socioeconomic divisions in contemporary 

India. 

The Role of Women and Gender Dynamics 

Novels written in Indian English after the year 1990 frequently explore topics such as the 

shifting roles of women and the developing dynamics between the sexes. Some authors, such 

as Anita Desai, Manju Kapur, and Shashi Deshpande, investigate women's difficulties in a 
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patriarchal society. These authors stress women's obstacles to establishing autonomy and 

self-determination. The altering paradigms of gender interactions in modern India are 

investigated via these narratives, which give significant insights into the subject. 

Conclusion 

Within the context of the present Indian literary landscape, Indian authors who write in 

English accurately portray the realities of Indian life and are tasked with many tasks within 

the realm of literature. In their roles as anthropologists, sociologists, novelists, essayists, 

travel writers, and educators, they carry out their responsibilities with admirable 

effectiveness. In their capacity as ambassadors, they assume worldwide responsibility for 

establishing peace. The worldwide literary standards established by postcolonial writers like 

Meher Pestonji, David Davidar, Arvind Adiga, Tarun Tejpal, and Arundhati Roy have been 

surpassed by these authors globally. 

The vast amounts of work these individuals have produced have garnered the attention of 

people worldwide, making them the most important socio-literary personalities. In addition to 

this, they have emerged as the sole mediators when it comes to resolving the fundamental 

social and cultural issues that plague India and other nations that were colonized. Each one of 

their main works has garnered a significant amount of scholarly attention all around the 

world. As a result, they have provoked and generated a substantial quantity of literary 

criticism.   They have attracted the attention of respectable academics and scholars, as shown 

by the large number of readers they have attracted and the high critical approbation they have 

received. To display a high degree of self-consciousness, all of the postcolonial and 

postmodern predicaments are grappled with. These predicaments continue to question the 

social, philosophical, and cultural concerns of rape and sexual harassment of innocent women 

in the current Indian culture. Their conceptual, theoretical, and textual explorations, as well 

as their intellectual insights, have dealt with and understood the complicated colonial and 

postcolonial contexts. They have also developed a strange paradox of reading and 

appreciating, eloquently reacting to the concerns of sexually harassed women in postcolonial 

and postmodern issues of rape and exploitation of Indian women in current culture. They 

have established this paradox. 
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